
CONTRACTOR’S ALERT – 2023.11 
2021 IBC Cleanout Requirements

2021 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE (IBC) AND TMS 602-16
The primary purpose of a cleanout is to provide a convenient 
way to access, clean and inspect the interior of a masonry 
structure. 

2021 IBC Section 2104.1 states that masonry construction 
shall comply with the requirements of TMS 602-16. 

TMS 602-16 Article 3.2 F requires the following:

Note:  A ‘Grout Pour’ is defi ned as the total height of wall 
to be grouted prior to the erection of additional masonry. A 
‘Grout Lift’ is the height of grout placed in one continuous 
operation.
For exposed areas it may be benefi cial to remove face shells 
for cleanout as it allows for cleaner look of the exposed wall.
 

In closely spaced vertical rebar cases one option for access 
is to install inverted bond beam at fi rst course, thus allowing 
complete access to the adjacent cells when cleanout spacing 
exceeds rebar spacing.

GROUTING/CLEANOUT
LIMITATIONS

TMS 602-16: TABLE 6 - GROUT SPACE REQUIREMENTS

   3.2 F. Cleanouts — Provide cleanouts in the bottom course of 
masonry for each grout pour when the grout pour height exceeds 
5 ft 4 in.

1. Construct cleanouts so that the space to be grouted can be 
cleaned and inspected. In solid grouted masonry, space 
cleanouts horizontally a maximum of 32 in. on center.

2. Construct cleanouts with an opening of suffi  cient size 
to permit removal of debris. The minimum opening 
dimension shall be 3 in.

3. After cleaning, close cleanouts with closures braced to 
resist grout pressure. 
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